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million euro as state aid were paid at
the end of October to 2016 producers
of fruit, vegetables and mushrooms.

3.6

million euro is the amount SFA has 
disbursed for farm modernisation
since the start of the RDP.

264

In Millions

per cent of the applicants under the
Beekeeping programme in 2012 were
between 18 and 40 years old.

32

per cent more land was declared in
2012 for cotton cultivation compared
to 2011.

30

In Per cent

In December, State Fund Agriculture will transfer an estimated €30 
million under Measure 214: Agri-environment Payments. An additional 
€3.4 million will go to farmers observing restrictions in the 
Europe-wide network of ecological sites NATURA 2000. 

The number of people receiving subsidies for agri-environment in The number of people receiving subsidies for agri-environment in 
Bulgaria has increased about 4 times since the measure opened in 
2008. Applicants under Measure 2013: NATURA 2000, have doubled 
since the measure opened in 2011. The total amount SFA estimates to 
pay in December under all “green” measures is 70 million, or 2.3 times 
what it paid in 2011. 

Green Payments

Lavandula Multifida

In the second year of implementation of the National Beekeeping 
Programme 2011-2013 (NBP) beneficiaries signed 1 188 contracts 
with a total value of  €3.5 million. So far, € 2.8 million have been 
paid out, which accounts for an 82% annual budget absorption. This 
is the highest absorption and the largest amount of funds paid out 
since the start of the programme. 

Beekeeping is a traditional branch of Bulgarian agriculture which Beekeeping is a traditional branch of Bulgarian agriculture which 
provides employment for both professional beekeepers and people 
looking for alternative sources of income. The NBP is the top source 
of funding for beekeepers due to the low cost of developing projects 
and the short terms for document processing and actual payment.

Beekeeping programme absorption reached 82%

The National programme for supporting the vine and wine sector 
marked its highest absorption rate since it opened 4 years ago –  
64,19%. A total of 91 beneficiaries received about €17 million for 
vineyard restructuring and conversion.

SFA paid subsidies totalling more than €650 000 to 68 beneficiaries SFA paid subsidies totalling more than €650 000 to 68 beneficiaries 
for crop insurance.In June, SFA also opened a new measure for 
supporting vineyard owners – Monetary compensation for income 
loss due to vineyard restructuring.

Most successful year of the wine and vine programme 

Good Results in 2012

23

               Last day to apply
               for a loan for
               purchasing seeds
               and mineral
fertilizers for wheat 
production, crop 2013.

16

              Last day to apply
              for subsidies under
              Measure 223: First
              afforestation of               afforestation of 
non-agricultural land and 
Measure 226: Restoring 
forestry potential and
introducing prevention 
actions.

 5

                From Nov 5 to Dec 
                22, training
                institutions can 
                submit applications                 submit applications 
under RDP Measure 111: 
Vocational training, 
information activities and 
diffusion of scientific 
knowledge.

In November

In December 2012, SFA will 
pay dairy cattle and sheep 
growers about €20.5 million. 
The schemes are financed by 
the European Agriculture 
Guarantee Fund. Stockbreeders 
will receive an additional €2 
million in national million in national 
complementary payments for 
beef cattle. 

€22.5 million in support
 to stockbreeders

The de minimis aid went to 23 
cotton growers cultivating 170 
ha. Each farmer got 290 
euro/ha. The subsidies are paid 
for a second year in a row and 
will cover expenses for seeds, 
plant protection and fertilizers. 
The maxiThe maximum a farmer can 
receive under the schemes is €7 
500 for a period of three years. 

Cotton producers received
 state aid

The project is under the 
Operational programme for the 
Development of the Fisheries 
Industry and will be 
implemented in two phases. The 
beneficiary will construct a farm 
for cultivation of Black Sea 
mussels in mussels in Kavarna city. SFA 
financed half of the project’s 
investment value - €800 000 - in 
advance.  

SFA financed a mussel
 farm on the Black Sea

                                       In Brief

More than €133 million in subsidies for renewing rural regions

Town park in the municipality of Kubrat renovated under RDP 
Measure 322: Village renewal and development

Only in the first half of November, 
State Fund Agriculture (SFA) 
reviewed and approved 174 projects 
worth €133 million for renovating 
roads, churches, community and 
information centres, for building 
sports facilities and developing rural 
tourism. tourism. 
The money comes from the budget 
of Rural Development Programme 
(RDP) measures 313: 
Encouragement of tourism activities, 
321: Basic services for the economy 
and rural population, and 322: 
Village renewal and development. 
The funds for Measure 321 were transferred with the 7th RDP Notification after the approval of the 
European Commission. Part of the approved proposals come from Haskovo – a district that was severely 
damaged by floods in the spring of 2012. Haskovo municipalities will receive €7.5 million for recovery 
and renovation. 

SFA will continue reviewing municipal projects at an accelerated pace throughout November. Another 
€205 million in subsidies are projected to be contracted in the next two weeks. 

Top Story

At the end of October, SFA 
concluded the annual on-the-spot 
checks on candidates under direct 
payment for area schemes. The 
Paying Agency inspected 10 875 
out of all 84 231 beneficiaries, or 
12.91% of the farmers who applied 
for support. for support. 

A total of 516 269 ha were 
examined and 3.28% of the land 
was ineligible. There is a steady 
trend toward decreasing the levels 
of ineligible land declared (see 
chart) thanks to candidates’ 
improved familiarity with eligibility 
criteria. criteria. 
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