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In 2012, SFA signed contracts worth 
€803 million for rural development. 
Of those, €645 million came from the
European Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD). “This was
unquestionably the most successful 
year of the RDP,” SFA Executive
DirectorDirector Rumen Porozhanov said 
during a press conference on RDP
absorption. The contracted amount is 
large than any previous year. 
InIn 2012, SFA paid €474 million, €381 
million of which came from the 
EAFRD. This is also the largest 
amount SFA has paid out within a year 
so far. 

By the end of 2012, SFA had contracted a 
total of €2.399 billion under all measures or 
74.27% of the programme’s budget. The EU 
subsidies paid out, including some advance 
payments, come up to €1.361 billion. This is 
52.28% of the RDP budget. 
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                 The National Guarantee Fund (NGF) started supporting 
                  farmers with approved projects under RDP measures 121: 
                  Modernisation of agricultural holdings, 122: Improving the economic 
                  value of forests                  value of forests, and 123: Adding value to agricultural and forestry 
products. Beneficiaries now have a quicker and easier access to bank loans 
and guarantees. The fund will secure up to 80% of the desired loan’s 
amount while the candidate will cover the remaining 20%. 
This will help young farmers, small holdings and fruit and vegetable 
producers finance their investments.

In January

SFA presents the Promotional Programmes Scheme

On January 18th, State Fund Agriculture (SFA) will host 
an official forum dedicated to the scheme Promoting 
Agricultural Products in Third Countries. The event will take 
place at 10:00 AM in the Sheraton Hotel in Sofia. 
George Malliaris, a special guest speaker from DG
Agriculture at the European Commission, will open the 
meeting with a general discussion of the programme’s 
implementation. Experts from SFA and the Ministry of 
Agriculture and Food will then address the scheme’s 
details such as application, financial conditions, and
legislation.legislation.
During the second part of the meeting, organizations who participate in the scheme will share their 
experience and impressions. The forum will serve as a stage for discussion to experts, current 
beneficiaries and potential candidates.
SFA currently finances 7 programmes for promoting wine, fruit and vegetables, dairy and other 
products with a total budget of 18 million euro. 
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The guests will have a chance to taste samples of the 
advertized food and wines

SFA is prepared to pay over €409 million to farmers under the Single 
Area Payment Scheme by the end of January. The reason the money 
is transferred early in the year is to help agricultural producers plan 
their annual expenses better.
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64% of the budget of the National 
Programme for Supporting the Vine and 
Wine Sector was absorbed in 2012. This is 
the highest absorption rate since the start of 
the programme 4 years ago. 

82% of the Beekeeping Programme’s 
budget for 2012 was paid out. 
A total of 2.8 million euro went to beekeepers. 
This was the second year of the programme’s 
implementation. 

€65 million  were paid out under the 
green measures of the Rural Development
Programme (RDP). This is 2.3 times more 
than in 2011. Subsidies for agri-environment 
have doubled since 2011 and now amount to 
€25.6 million. 

€70 million were disbursed to
stockbreeders. This is about €20 million 
more than in 2011 and €40 million more 
than in 2009. SFA transferred most money 
at the end of 2012 and will pay €13.5 million 
more early in 2013. 
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