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Charity distributions end 
January 15

If part of the charity food If part of the charity food 
remains unclaimed it will be 
given to social care centres. 
More than 331 000 people from 
eight social groups will receive 
donations this year thanks to 
the EU-funded Charity 
Programme. Programme. 

€10 million in state aid to
 stockbreeders 

SFA paid out SFA paid out €10.05 million 
in complementary national 
direct payments for cattle, 
buffalo, sheep and goats. 
Stockbreeders received €19  
per buffalo, €36 per cattle and 
€6 per sheep or goat. 

Тobacco growers received 
€5.9 million

The complementary national The complementary national 
direct payments for tobacco 
were allocated to 35 148 
tobacco producers. Earlier 
this year, SFA paid €36 
million under the same 
scheme. The money is paid 
out per kilogram of tobacco. out per kilogram of tobacco. 

State Aid

In Brief

Over €511 mln for SME

Rural regions received more than €480 mln in 2013

This is the biggest amount State Fund Agriculture (SFA) has paid since the start of the Rural Develop-
ment Programme (RDP) in 2007. The good results are due to efficient work organization in the past 
months, which helped rescue subsidies Bulgaria could fail to use according to the n+2 auto decommit-
ment rule. Close to €388 million of the €480 million are funds from the European Agricultural Fund 
for Rural Development (EAFRD). The rest come from the state budget.

A large part of the money went to Bulgarian municipalities as advance payments. Local authorities 
receive 50% of their approved subsidy to finance projects for town and village renewal. Stockbreeders, 
farmers in less favored regions and those making agri-environment commitments, received €188 mil-
lion. 

New Beekeeping Programme

Top Story

Of all 24 countries that participate in the School Fruit scheme, 
only Malta and Estonia have achieved the same results. 
Bulgaria’s 2012/2013 budget was €2,2 million. This school 
year, it is  €4,5 million, almost half of which is EU funds. 
Thanks to the successful implementation of the scheme and 
amendments to the national legislation, the number of 
children receiving fruit in schools has increased more than 3 
times in the last 4 years. times in the last 4 years. 

About a third of all Rural Development Programme 
(RDP) contracts signed between 2007 and 2013 in 
Bulgaria will support small and medium enterprises 
(SME). The subsidies total about €511 million. About 
a half of it will support forest and food enterprises. 
This is what Atidzhe Alieva-Veli, SFA deputy 
executive director, said during the AGRO-START 
Transnational Conference that took place in Sofia in Transnational Conference that took place in Sofia in 
November. The investments will bring employment 
to about 23 000 people in rural areas.d

SME receive funds from the budget of 4 RDP 
measures: 121: Modernisation of agricultural 
holdings, 123: Adding value to agricultural and 
forestry products, 311: Diversification into 
non-agricultural activities and 312: Support for the 
creation and development of micro enterprises. 
Priority will be given to investment projects that Priority will be given to investment projects that 
create more employment in areas of economic 
hardship.
 

100% School Fruit Absorption

Good Results

The new 3-year period of the 
programme (2014-2016) foresees 
more applicants, a more even 
distribution of funding and easier 
application procedures. The first 
applications will be accepted January 8 
to 18. Beekeepers will be applying for 
aid to buy new beehives and aid to buy new beehives and 
varoatosis medicine and analyze the 
physical and chemical properties of 
honey. As during previous years, those 
approved for support will be able to 
receive loans at low interest rates.
 
Interest in the Beekeeping Pogramme, 
which began in 2008, is traditionally 
high. Between 2011 and 2013, 
producers received €8 million, or 3 
times more than what was paid 
between 2008 and 2010. 


