
-What are the financial resources to be allocated by the Fund in the new programming 
period? 
-In the new p-In the new programming period Bulgaria will allocate EUR 7.7 billion in the 
agricultural sector. Out of these, about EUR 5.350 billion will be  under the Direct 
Payments Schemes, which are funded by the Guarantee Fund, while the remaining 
nearly EUR 2.366 billion - under the rural development measures. If we make the 
relevant calculations, it is clear that for each of the seven years of the new 
programming period of the Rural Development Programme, Bulgaria have to allocate 
between EUR 335 million and EUR 340 million. The annual allocation of funds under 
DiDirect Payments in turn is agreed in the pre-accession Treaty of Bulgaria. Pursuant to 
the Treaty, it is expected to reach the ceiling of Direct Payments in 2016 - EUR 800 
million, which will be maintained until the end of the programming period in 2020. 

-What are some of the major novelties in the Rural Development Programme? 
- In the part concerning investment projects under the Rural Development Programmme, the new moments relate 
to the fact that Animal Breeding and Plant Production Sectors as well as the North-West Region of Bulgaria are 
among the priorities in the Programme. Another novelty is the presence of a special thematic sub-program for 
small farmers that aims to support their growth with more funding opportunities. 

- What resources entered the Bulgarian agriculture since 2007? 
- A total o- A total of EUR 7.2 billion were paid Under Direct Payments for the previous programming period. Under the 
Rural Development Programme, EUR 1.900 billion were absorbed so far, where national co-financing should be 
added as well. Our expectations are the payments under rural development measures to reach EUR 2.4 billion by 
the end of the old programming period. My advice to farmers and to all beneficiaries under the programmes is to 
be active in the absorption of the European funds while respecting strictly the rules. This will help improve the 
image of Bulgaria  in the rural areas and in the entire agricultural sector. 

RRumen Porozhanov is second term Executive Director of State Fund Agriculture. He was in office from March 2011 until end of August 2013. 
In 2014 he was Minister of Finance in the caretaker government of Professor Georgi Bliznazhki . On 27 November 2014 he again headed SFA.

EUR 7.7 billion will be available to Bulgaria for agriculture 
until 2020 

INTERVIEW

Farmers can receive financial support for conversion of arable land into grassland 
habitats of the Eastern imperial eagle (Aquila heliacal) and the Egyptian vulture 
(Neophron percnopterus). The aid for creation of habitats for nesting of these birds is 
allocated under the Rural Development Programme and it will be available up to 2020.
Eligible applicants Eligible applicants for financing are natural persons and legal entities, including sole 
traders, who are current farmers and have a registration in IACS and the Land Parcel 
Identification System. Subsidies will be granted for parcels with total area within the 
specialized layer of habitats of the Eastern imperial eagle and the Egyptian vulture. 

European aid for eagle nesting

“European sheep meat and cheese. 
Try the quality, taste the difference”

Nearly 7 million BGN will be granted for promotion 
of Bulgarian sheep meat and cheese. The aid will go 
to the National association for breeding synthetic 
population of the Bulgarian dairy sheep, which will 
advertise Bulgarian products on the national market 
and the markets of Germany, Croatia and Greece. 
  The promotional programme will be implemented 
over the next 3 years. It envisages diverse activities 
such as tasting and presentations in supermarkets 
and shops, participation in international food 
exhibitions, as well as participation in the National 
Sheep Breeders’ Fair held annually in May in the 
region of Veliko Tarnovo. 

State Fund Agriculture - Paying Agency has made an 
advance payment of nearly BGN 470 000  for an 
investment in breeding and rearing of crayfish. The 
investment plan is under measure 3.5 ‘Pilot projects’ 
of the Operational Programme for the Development 
of the Fisheries Sector (OPDFS) and will be 
implemented in two phases. The total amount of the 
subsidy is BGN 938 012. subsidy is BGN 938 012. The deadline for the 
implementation of the project is 31 August 2015.
Over BGN 330 000 have been paid under four projects 
for the development of the fisheries communities 
under measure 4.1. In this way Fisheries Local Action 
Groups (FLAG) will implement their initiatives to 
build paths for tourism and to promote local fisheries 
areas. 
A subsidy amounting to BGN 311 154 has been paid A subsidy amounting to BGN 311 154 has been paid 
under measure 2.6 'Investments in processing and 
marketing of fishery and aquaculture products' to 
build a market-place around Burgas. 

State Fund Agriculture supports the 
Bulgarian vine-growers

SFA has opened in March the application 
process for financial aid under measure 
‘Restructuring and Conversion of Vineyards’ 
under the National Programme for Support of 
the Vine and Wine Sector 2014-2018.  The 
measure supports activities for restructuring and 
conversion of vineyards, as well as to improve 
techniques techniques for vineyard management. 
The budget under the measure for the second 
application process in 2015 is BGN  20 368 434, 
where the farmers will be able to apply for 
advance payment of the financial aid as well. 
The eligible applicants under the Programme are 
owners, lessees or tenants of  vine plants, 
registered as vine-growing holdings and holders 
of Certificate of Eligibility issued by the 
Executive Agency on Vine and Wine.
TThe National Wine Programme will be applied 
as a financial instrument in Bulgaria until 2018, 
and its goal is to increase the competitiveness of 
Bulgarian grape-growers. The financing is 
provided by the European Agricultural 
Guarantee Fund (EAGF).
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The Direct Payments Campaign for 2015 has been launched on March 4. The farmers will be able to apply for the 
allocation of financial resources in the amount of EUR 720 million or over BGN 1.4 billion. The applications are to 
be submitted by May 15. 
During Campaign 2015, the Bulgarian farmers will receive support under 35 schemes - direct payments, national 
top-up payments, national transitional aid, as well as under the new compensatory measures of the Rural 
Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020 and the additional measures for the last year of the old 
agri-environment program. 
TThe financial resources under the Single Area Payment Scheme are nearly EUR 306 million. Over EUR 237 million 
are allocated for green payments, while EUR 3.7 million are envisaged for distribution under the support measure 
for young farmers. 
The novelty in Campaign 2015 is the introduction of the requirement for legal basis for land use. The new scheme 
for small farmers will be implemented for the first time this year as well. Under the scheme, farmers that have 
minimum of 5 decares will be able to receive subsidies between EUR 500 and EUR 1250.  

Direct Payments Campaign for 2015 has been launched

Over EUR 1.1 million for the 
development of the Fisheries Sector
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