
“Farmers and municipalities, which are still running projects under the 
expired Rural Development Programme, should hurry up so that Bulgaria 
will not lose funds”, said Rumen Porozhanov, Executive Director of State 
Fund Agriculture for an interview with the Bulgarian National Radio. He 
pointed out that in order for our country to be able to spend all money for 
the previous programme period, the applications for payments on projects 
must be made until October 15th, at the latest. After that the fund will have 
ththree months to execute the payments. Porozhanov suggested that 
applicants should not wait for the deadline, because otherwise it would be 
very hard for the whole work to be performed in three months by the end of 
the year. “The situation is very intense”, he summarized. The running 
projects are for 1.9 billion leva, and 1.4 billion should be spent so that no 
money are returned to the European Union. The Executive Director of 
State Fund Agriculture reminded that the Ministry of Agriculture and Food 
has ashas asked that the period for spending the funds should be extended by the 
middle of 2016, but for now “there is no optimistic hope about that”. “The 
new 2014-2020 Programme is approved and is also running,” said 
Porozhanov. 
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To date SFA has paid over 5.5 million leva under the scheme “School 
Fruit” for the 2014/2015 Campaign. Dr. Lozana Vasileva, deputy 
executive director of the Fund, reported during both information and 
discussion forums on School Fruit. The events took place subsequently 
in Stara Zagora and Veliko Tarnovo with the greatest of interest from the 
schools and the companies, suppliers of fresh food and vegetables under 
the scheme. The forums were visited by over 250 guests. 
TThe paid funds financed deliveries of almost 2.2 tons of fresh fruit and 
vegetables for children around the country. 2,898 schools and 403,289 
children participated in the current 2014/2015 Campaign, and the total 
amount of the annual budget is 11.9 million leva. School Fruit covers 
children from kindergarten to students in the 4-th grade inclusively. 
Each month, they receive 4 different types of fresh fruit or vegetables 
the quality of which is strictly monitored by the Bulgarian Food Safety 
Agency and SAgency and SFA.

The number of schools which implement the scheme from its commencement in 2010 has grown almost 3 times. 
During the last 2 years, the budget under the School Fruit Scheme was spent to 100% and the funds from SFA for 
delivery of fresh fruit and vegetables increase with every year to follow.
TThe SFA experts introduced also the opportunities for effective way of implementing the accompanying measures 
under the School Fruit Scheme. Among them, as more interesting to the guests, stand out the following: visits of 
farms, opportunities for organizing competitions and playing games, creating and maintaining gardens, 
familiarizing children with agriculture and environmental protection. The European School Fruit Scheme aims at 
developing long-lasting healthy eating habits for the children. It also stimulates entrepreneurship in the industry.
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The EC conclusively approved the 2014-2020 Rural 
Development Programme. The total budget of the 
programme is 2.9 billion euros, 2.3 billion of which come 
from EU funds. 
TThe support for the agricultural business in Bulgaria during 
the new  period will be almost 1.111 billion euros, including 
for manufacturing and processing of agriculture 
production, as well as support for the small non-agricultural 
rural farms. Bio production and agroecology will receive 
919 million euros. Over 750 billion euros are the funds for 
investments in the municipal public infrastructure.

PProjects to the value of over 2,100 billion leva for 
investments in agricultural holdings were submitted by 8th 
June 2015 during the call for applications under 
sub-measure 4.1 Investments in agricultural holdings of the 
RDP. The amount of subsidy applied for exceeds 1, 230 
billion leva and the received applications are 3 359. 
  The projects for purchase of agricultural equipment are 2 
168.  Applications for other activities (construction works, 
permanent crops etc.) or combinations of purchase and 
another activity are submitted by 1 191 farmers. 
Farmers from the region of Plovdiv are most active in 
applying for investments – 298 submitted projects, whereas 
only 7 projects come from the region of Smolyan.   

At the end of June starts the first intake for the 
approved Rural Development Programme 
2014-2020 under sub-measure 6.1. “Support for 
young farmers”. Measure 2.1. “Advisory 
services for farmers and foresters” is also open 
and helps young farmers gratuitously in 
preparing business plans. 
According to the indicatAccording to the indicative schedule of the 
programme it is expected that in the beginning 
of November a new intake for sub-measure 4.1. 
“Investments in farms” would be open. 
StaStart of sub-measure 4.2. “Investments in 
processing/marketing of agricultural 
production” is planned for October. Document 
admission will be opened also for sub-measure 
19.1 “Support for preparatory activities” which 
is connected to the LEADER and the 
Community-Led Local Development. 
In the beginning oIn the beginning of October, the intake for 
sub-measure 2.3 “Creating advisory services” 
is expected.
In 2016, a topical measure for supporting of 
young farms starts, as well as municipal 
measures under the Rural Development 
Programme.

2.3 billion euros for the Bulgarian 
agriculture

Six measures for the new RDP 
launch by the end of the year

A total of 112 thousand farmers have applied for funding in the 2015 Campaign, until May 29th, when was the end 
date of the extended period for submitting applications without penalties. The area for funding that was applied for 
is 3.460 million hectares. 66,000 application for area of 3.430 million hectares were submitted for the Single Area 
Payments Scheme alone. 
FFrom the schemes of direction Livestock Breeding the leaders in number of applicants are for support for the 
scheme for transitional national support for mother sheep and mother goats: 7,300 farmers applied with 970 
thousand livestock. Under the scheme for support for dairy cows 177 thousand livestock was submitted for funding 
by 6,000 applicants.
For the 2015 Campaign this year 720 million euros are provided for direct payments. Farmers are still allowed to 
submit applications until June 23, 2015 but bearing a penalty of 1% for each day delay after May, 29th.

More than 400 thousand children were given fresh fruit under the School Fruit 
Scheme during this school year
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