
State Fund Agriculture was awarded the annual Access to Good Food – 2015 prize in the category State Policy, for the 
successful implementation of the School Fruit scheme. The prize was given at the 2nd national conference Access to 
Good Food, which is an initiative uniting the efforts of institutions, producers, civil organizations and media for the 
purpose of improving the relevant legislation, as well as the production, trade and public image of good food. 

- Mr Porozhanov, how much money will be paid to farmers by the end of the year, having in mind that the deadline for submission of payment claims 
expired on 15th October ?
- Yes, we are about to make considerable payments by the end of the year. The major part of them concern the 
ending Rural Development Program (RDP) 2007-2013.  
In the In the week between 19th and 23rd October SFA will also disburse in advance 70% of the funds to stock breeders 
under all coupled support schemes, which amount to nearly 90 million BGN. The remaining 30% will be paid in 
December. At the same time, the transitional national support to sheep and goat sectors will be granted in full. The 
rate comes between 38 and 41 BGN per animal or in other words the budget provides additional 40 million BGN. 
Stock breeders will receive 130 million BGN now and additional 50 and 60 million BGN in December. In the last 
month of 2015 approximately 20 million BGN from the remaining budget for state aid and complementary national 
payments to cattle bpayments to cattle breeders will be disbursed as well. To summarize, in 2015 SF Agriculture will pay more than 3 
billion BGN in total. 
The amount, of course, includes the direct payments, the redistributive payments and state aid under all schemes. 
- It turns out that your payment rate will be 20 million BGN per day until the end of 2015. 
- That is right. On top of that, I should add the payments under Axis 2 concerning the closure of Measure 214 – 
Agri-environment. These are direct payments and together with co-financing total between 130 and 140 million EUR. 
They will be paid in December too. In brief, in the next 2 months we will disburse approximately 1,5 billion BGN. 
This is a huge amount indeed. 
As regards RDP, I think an absorption rate above 90% in a new EU member state for the first programming period is 
a good outcome.
- What are the lessons learned from the previous programming period ?
- Lesson No 1 is the alignment o- Lesson No 1 is the alignment of the Bulgarian legislation with EU legislation, where necessary.  And the top issue is 
the Public Procurement Act. 
We must change the criteria for awarding public contracts in order to achieve objectivity, not only in terms of price. 
In this way we will avoid the current situation: public tenders are eligible and legal but because of prerequisites for 
subjectivity they are considered a problematic issue by auditors from the European Commission. 
EC disapproves of this and disapproval means sanctions.     

More than 90% of the funds under the Rural Development Program will be absorbed

SFA calls for applications under the School Milk scheme from 
2nd to 13th November 2015. Eligible applicants are educational 
establishments, sole traders, companies, cooperatives, 
recognized producer organizations and municipalities. The 
documents will be submitted at the regional offices of the 
Fund. 
TThe scheme will cover children between I and IV school grade, 
as well as those in public, municipal and private kindergartens. 
School Milk aims at promoting the consumption of milk, 
yoghurt and dairy products and improving the nutritional 
habits of children. 
School Milk scheme School Milk scheme was launched in Bulgaria in 2009, however 
it enjoyed a very low interest until 2014 because of the small 
contribution from the European Agriculture Guarantee Fund 
(EAGF). As a result of the CAP reform in 2013, member states 
willing to apply the scheme were given the opportunity to 
develop a strategy for its implementation on the national level. 
TThe Bulgarian national strategy for implementation of this 
scheme was drawn up this year. The regulation laying down the 
terms and conditions for School Milk scheme application was 
promulgated at the end of September. 

From 26th October to 6th November State 
Fund Agriculture will receive applications 
for aid under the measures of the 
National Beekeeping Program 2014-2016. 
The financial aid for this call corresponds 
to the budget of each measure and totals 
4.4 million BGN. 
BeeBeekeepers will receive support for 
purchase of bee hives and queen bees for 
reproduction, prevention of varoatosis, 
laboratory testing of honey made in 
Bulgaria and research projects in the field 
of apiary and bee products. 
In addition, the National BeeIn addition, the National Beekeeping 
Program envisages support for studying 
the reasons for extinction of bee colonies 
and research of unique honey varieties. 

The Operational Program “Fisheries Sector Development” (OPFSD) grants financial aid to large investment 
projects – over 9.6 million BGN were paid only last year under Measure 3.3 Investments for reconstruction and 
modernization of fishing ports, landing sites and shelters. One of the major projects under the measure is the 
modernization of Sarafovo Port in Burgas Municipality. The purpose of the investment is improvement of port 
safety and security and quality of port services.   
TThe development of fishing communities was financed with nearly 14.4 million BGN over a year. The projects of 
the Fisheries Local Action Groups under Measure 4.1 of the Program aim at improvement of living conditions in 
fishing regions. For example, the investment in the reconstruction of a coastal zone along the Danube river and the 
construction of a recreation site in the village of Brashlen comes to 500 000 BGN. Under the same measure the 
Black Sea municipality of Byala invested over 480 000 BGN in the renovation of the summer theatre. 
Over the last year 229 projects received a total of more than 39 million BGN under OPFSD.  
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The Bulgarian Fisheries Program supports large investment projects

State Fund Agriculture will support more than 12 000 farmers breeding 
cows; more than 14 000 owners of goats and sheep, as well as 239 farmers 
raising buffaloes, will receive financial aid under the coupled support 
schemes. 
TThe coupled support scheme for dairy cows provides 257 BGN per dairy 
cow, 252 BGN per beef cow and 90 BGN for ewes and she-goats. The 
animals under selection control will receive 378 BGN for dairy and/or beef 
cows and 68 BGN for ewes and she-goats. Buffaloes are entitled to 509 
BGN per animal under the respective coupled support scheme. 
TThe first tranche of the aid under all coupled support schemes for stock 
breeding (70 %) was paid between 19th and 23rd October. The second 
tranche will be paid in December this year.   


