
SFA has started paying grants to 
young farmers

State Fund Agriculture has started transferring the first payment to 
farmers who have contracts under the Start-up Aid for Young Farmers 
sub-measure from RDP 2014-2020. 
 At the end of March nearly 500 young farmers with such contracts 
received grants to the equivalent in Bulgarian leva of EUR 12 500. The 
total transferred funds are nearly BGN 11 million.
TThe total financial aid per candidate is no more than the equivalent in 
Bulgarian leva of EUR 25 000. The grants come in two tranches – one 
after the contract for financial aid is signed, and another after the 
paying agency checks whether the business plan is being executed 
strictly.

Pest Control in Perennial Crops

March this year was the deadline for submitting applications for 
the State Aid Scheme for compensation of farmers’ costs related 
to the implementation of the measures under the National 
Programme for Pest Control in Perennial Crops for the winter of 
2016. 2,267 farmers applied for the scheme. A total of BGN 3 
million will be disbursed, 2 million of which – for plant 
protection products in the period after the cold weather, until 
buddinbudding. BGN 1 million will go to products to accelerate the 
processes of decay of leaves in winter, which are applied during 
the mass leaf fall in autumn.
  By 15 April farmers must report the implemented activities to 
SFA. The contracts must be signed and the funds paid by 27 
May 2016.

Nearly BGN 145 million have been paid 
under Direct Payment schemes

In March SFA paid additional BGN 25 million in grants to 1 566 
farmers under measure 11 Organic Farming of the Rural 
Development Programme (RDP) 2014-2020.
The aid paid under measure 10 Agro-environment and Climate of 
RDP 2014-2020 comes close to BGN 13 million.  
TThe paying agency has started transferring the grants under the 
coupled support schemes for fruit and vegetables. Nearly 7 000 
farmers who applied for financing for greenhouse production of 
fruit and vegetables will receive funding under the schemes. The 
total amount of funds paid by the end of March under the Coupled 
Support Scheme for Fruit is BGN 37.5 million. The financial aid 
under the Coupled Support Scheme for Vegetables is BGN 33.5 
million. million. The financial aid under the Coupled Support Scheme for 
Vegetables (greenhouse production) is BGN 5 million.
At the end of the month State Fund Agriculture paid over BGN 30 
million for protein crops, for the 2015 campaign. These grants went 
to 11 000 farmers who applied for the scheme and are raising 
protein crops.

SFA approved close to 260 million BGN worth of investments 
in farms 

State Fund Agriculture has concluded contracts for nearly 600 projects for 
investments in farms under the Rural Development Programme (RDP) 
2014-2020. The approved grants for them amount to BGN 256 386 878.
Most of the project proposals approved so far are in the crop sector – 369 
proposals or 70% of all processed applications. 27% (142 projects) are in the 
livestock sector, and the remaining 2% will be executed simultaneously in the 
two sectors.
TThe predominant part of the projects in the livestock sector are for the 
production of raw cow milk, and the investments are aimed at reaching the 
relevant standards – introducing new technologies in the existing dairy 
farms, improving buildings and purchasing tillage equipment, so that the 
farmers can produce enough to cover their own needs. Among the other 
approved projects: production of goat milk, buffalo milk, organic products 
(mostly organic honey).

The largest number of projects in the crop sector will help the activities of production in the fruit and vegetables 
sector. 21% of the approved projects are submitted by farms undergoing transition to organic production and 12% 
are directed to the production of essential oils and medical products, which is a prioritised area.

* Farmers will also receive aid amounting 
to a total of BGN 1 million under the State 
Aid Scheme for compensation of expenses 
related to purchasing plant protection 
products against soil-inhabiting pests in 
potatoes. 

* The sub-measure for recovery, 
restoration and repair of temples in rural 
areas from RDP 2014-2020 will soon be 
opened. The total amount of aid in this 
sub-measure is the equivalent in Bulgarian 
leva of EUR 25 million.

* Farmers will receive BGN 1 million 
under the State Aid Scheme for 
compensation of costs related to the 
application of measures under the 
National Programme for Control of the 
Tomato leafminer – Tuta absoluta Meyrick 
(Lepidoptera). 
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Investments in 
processing/marketing 
of agricultural 
products

State Fund Agriculture has 
completed the preliminary 
inspection for conformity with the 
criteria for projects applying for 
investments in 
processing/marketing of 
agricultural products. All 595 
accepted applications accepted applications for funding 
were assessed in accordance with 
the criteria and the total amount 
of financial aid the farmers 
applied for is BGN 817 219 932. 
249 projects for funds amounting 
to a total of BGN 416 853 665 are 
yyet to be reviewed. The projects to 
be reviewed are mainly for 
investments in priority sectors 
such as the dairy and meat 
industry, the processing of fruit 
and vegetables, of vegetable and 
animal oils, as well as industrial 
ccrops.

UPCOMING IN SFADIRECT PAYMENTS

YOUNG FARMERS

* The Managing Board of State Fund 
Agriculture decided to allocate additional 
funds, over BGN 10 million from the 
national budget, to the scheme for 
temporary special aid to cattle-breeders.  
The aim is to reduce the tension on the milk 
market and the risk of decline of the sector. 


