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All guests had the chance to taste 
samples of the advertized products. 
The organizations brought wine, 
white brine cheese, yellow cheese, 
lyutenica, fleshy peppers, rose
marmalade and hip jam. Two brand marmalade and hip jam. Two brand 
new programmes for the promotion 
of Bulgarian cherries and wine are 
expected to begin in February.

Dimitar Zorov from the
Association of Milk 
Processors in Bulgaria
discussed the first already
implemented Bulgarian 
programme – European
Cheese, Please.Cheese, Please. “It is always difficult to be a trailblazer but, with the 
assistance from SFA and the Ministry of Agriculture, we managed to 
complete our project successfully”, Zorov said.

Members of SFA, the Ministry of Agriculture and Food, the
European Commission and business organizations gathered on 
January 18th in Sofia to discuss the Promotional Programmes 
Scheme. Among the several distinguished guests was Georgios 
Malliaris from DG Agri.
He reviewed the scheme
and offered statistical dataand offered statistical data
on its implementation in
the EU.

Georgios Malliaris, Deputy Minister Tzvetan 
Dimitrov and SFA Deputy Director Vassil 
Groudev (from left to right)

Promotional Programmes Forum

                per cent of the
                budget of RDP                 budget of RDP 
measure 141: Supporting 
Semi-Subsistence Farms has 
already been contracted. The 
total amount is 44 423 999 
euro.

100

          million euro was the
          budget of the first           budget of the first 
approved and completed 
Bulgarian promotional 
programme. It advertized 
white brine cheese and yellow 
cheese in Russia and Ukraine.

2

            million euro have
            been used since 2011             been used since 2011 
to refinance RDP projects 
through commercial banks. 
21 banks in Bulgaria have 
taken part in the scheme so 
far.

31

In Numbers

Ten RDP projects for 
construction and restoration 
of cultural and information 
centres were approved in the 
first week of February.  The 
town of Pordim will renovate a 
museum while the municipality 
ofof Elena will build tennis 
courts and other sports 
facilities with the subsidies.

Over €5 mln for building
community centres

Over 13 million euro were 
transferred to farmers with beef 
cattle, buffalo, sheep and goats. 
Along with the first tranche of 
payments that took place in 
October 2012, the overall 
funding for stockbreeders for 
Campaign 2012 reaCampaign 2012 reached 67 
million euro. Beneficiaries can 
see their payments on the SFA 
website. 

The 2nd tranche of funds
for stockbreeders is complete

In the beginning of 2013 SFA 
financed four projects for 
scrapping outdated fishing 
vessels. The sailors received 
more than 235 000 euro. 
Another two beneficiaries 
received 397 000 euro for 
building and modebuilding and modernizing 
fish-farms for breeding carp and 
sturgeon. 

SFA funded six 
fisherman projects

                                       In Brief

Farms and processing enterprises receive €539 mln from 
the Rural Development Programme

A year before the end of the current Rural Development Programme (RDP) period, 3 154 farms, food 
and wood processing enterprises have bought new equipment and modernised their production 
process with RDP money. The allotted funds amount to €538 618 925. The subsidies come from the 
budget of investment measures 121: Modernisation of agricultural holdings and 123: Adding value to 
agricultural and forestry products. These are among the most popular RDP measures. Almost their entire 
budgets have already been contracted.

Among the Among the goals of measures 121 and 123 is to help farms and processing companies modernise and 
develop their production process, introduce environment protection measures, improve the conditions 
of labor and hygiene and invest in the humane treatment of animals. The projects of many plant 
farms are for growing fruit, roses and lavender organically. Animal farms frequently choose to 
implement The Nitrates Directive (1991) that aims to protect water quality across Europe by 
preventing nitrates from agricultural sources from polluting ground and surface. Processing enterprises 
commonly construct new production buildings and buy specialised transport and equipment.

Top Story

Funds paid under the 
Common Agricultural Policy in 
Bulgaria comprise more than 
half of the funds paid under all 
operational programmes 
during the 2007-2013 period. 
The subsidies for agriculture 
come from the European come from the European 
Agricultural Guarantee Fund 
(EAFG) and the European 
Agricultural Fund for Rural 
Development (EAFRD).

Absorption of EU funds in Bulgaria 2007 - 2013
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