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In Millions

The money will be 
used to set up farms 
for sturgeon, Ameri-
can rainbow trout and 
black mussels in the  
regions of Vratsa, 
Burgas and Pleven. 
Other aquaculture Other aquaculture 
facility investments 
will also be made. The 
subsidies come from 

the European Fisheries Fund and the state budget. Since the start of 
2013, SFA has paid about €4 million for different fishery projects.

Most applicants choose to construct cage systems in artificial lakes or Most applicants choose to construct cage systems in artificial lakes or 
pond systems for different aquacultures. One such project involves set-
ting up a net cage for raising trout through super intensive technology. 
This method is preferred to traditional trout rearing in concrete or earth 
ponds. The Fishery Programme has also funded the reconstruction of an 
artificial lake for raising European sheatfish and bighead carp in the 
village of Kardam, Dobrich region. Many mussel fileds along the Black 
Sea coast have also received funding. Sea coast have also received funding. 

Svetlana Zhelezova, senior SFA expert, for Focus Information Agency

Interviews

In Per Cent

of the entire  RDP budget has 
been contracted since start of the 
programme period

23

31

9

55% of the entire RDP budget has 
been paid out since the start 
of the programme period

13

             Last day to apply
             for insurance 
             premium 
financing for crops

Last day when rice 
growers apply for 
de minimis aid

             Last day when 
             producers of       
             vegetables can 
apply for de minimis aid                         

Net cages for fish farming constructed with EU funds
               Last day to 
               apply under 
               RDP measure 
122: Improving the 
Economic Value of 
Forests

In August

In Millions

In the 6th consecutive year of 
the Charity Programme in 
Bulgaria, more than 350 000 
beneficiaries will receive food 
worth €17.9 million. This year, 
many food producing 
companies competed in the 
tender for deltender for delivery.  The only 
criteria SFA used to pick the 
winning bids was the low price. 

Ten companies deliver 
charity food this year 

Starting July 1, Bulgaria and 
Romania can import cheese to 
the USA at reduced tariffs. The 
agreement was reached during 
EU and USA talks within the 
World Trade Organization. 
Interested companies need to 
apply for an expoapply for an export license in 
SFA.  

Bulgaria included in US 
cheese import quota

The state aid will be paid in 
advance to veterinarians and the 
Food Safety Agency. SFA will 
also fund farmer participation in 
regular animal trade fairs and 
cover the expenses of rice 
growers, fruit and vegetable 
producers for iproducers for irrigation and 
plant protection against pests 
like the tomato leafminer.

SFA covers animal
immunization for the first time

                                       In Brief

13% of direct payments go to stockbreeders, fruit and vegetable growers

A total of €100 million, or 13% of direct payments, will 
be used to support stockbreeders, fruit and vegetable 
growers in the years 2015 -2020. Farmers will receive 
subsidies under schemes coupled to the production of 
specific cultures or animals that will be determined after 
discussions with producer associations.

TThe current ceiling of support for coupled schemes is 
3.5% of direct payments, or about €28 million for 2013. 
About a third of this money will be paid in December 
to farmers with dairy cattle, sheep and goats. The rest 
was already paid to fruit and vegetable producers in 
April.

Top Story

Direct payment applications in 2013 and 2012

Fishery projects received over €800 000 in July 

Organic 
farming

Complementary 
Direct Area Payments

NATURA 2000

86%27 830

995farmers are currently competing for
RDP funding for farm modernization 
and 58 of them organic farmers.

projects for RDP support have 
been submitted since the start 
of the programme period 

Single Area 
Payments

Farmers submitted more 
than 210 000 applications for 
direct payments this year, 
which is about 10 000 more 
than in 2012. The biggest 
increase is in the number of 
people interested in 
compensatory payments for compensatory payments for 
organic farming and lands in 
the EU wide network of 
nature protection areas 
NATURA 2000.
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