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Last day to apply 
under the School 
Fruit Scheme and 
the RDP measures 

funding infrastructure projects 
and village renewal 

Over 331 000 receive charity this year 

The food will be distributed at Bulgarian Red Cross stations 
across the country in two parts – from October 7 to the end 
of the month and from December 2 to December 23. People 
will receive 10 products: lentils, beans, rice, sugar, sunflower 
oil, wafers, jam, instant mashed potatoes, honey and flour. 

This is the sixth consecutive year of the Charity Programme This is the sixth consecutive year of the Charity Programme 
in Bulgaria. This year’s budget is €19 093 054. Thirty 
companies submitted documents during the public 
procurement for delivery that is organized by State Fund 
Agriculture. Nine of them signed contracts. The suppliers are 
Bulgarian firms. 
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Final day to apply
under RDP measure
313: Encouragement 
of tourism activities
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School Fruit Scheme Expands 

In September

Rural regions to receive €137 million for renewal

Until September 23, municipalities, NGOs and cultural centres are competing for Rural Development 
Programme (RDP) subsidies for infrastructure, social services and tourism. The proposals are under 
RDP measures 313, 321 and 322. 

Most of the €137 million are funds that will be overcontracted. In March, the Council of Ministers 
allowed overcontracting under 15 RDP measures to the overall amount of €300 million. This will 
guarantee the best fund absorption in case certain projects are not implemented.

TThe budget of Measure 321: Basic services for the economy and rural population for the current 
application period is €104,2 million. The money will be used to build and reconstruct roads, sewage 
systems, libraries, theaters, cultural and social service centres, as well as establish information and 
communication centres. Projects for renewing parks, playgrounds and buildings of cultural and 
historical value will receive close to €28,5 million under Measure 322: Village renewal and 
development. The funding for rural tourism under Measure 313 is €4,4 million.
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Until September 
30, companies and 
schools can apply 
for funding to 
deliver milk and 
milk products to 
children aged 3 to 
18.  All public and private preschools, primary 
and secondary schools participate in the pro-
gramme.

The goal of the EU-funded School Milk Scheme 
is to encourage children to consume healthy dairy 
products containing important vitamins and min-
erals. The scheme also has an educational charac-
ter and helps prevent obesity among children.  
The subsidy the EU gives is the same for full-fat, 
medium-fat or low-fat products.

European School Milk Year Begins

€157 000 will go to 56 rice 
growers. The money will partially cover their
irrigation expenses.

€230 000       
will be given to potato growers in the regions 
of Sofia, Blagoevgrad, Pernik and Smolyan. 

€62 000 was allocated to cotton 
growers for seeds, fertilizers and plant protection. 

€230 000
will be paid 
to producers 
of dessert grape 
varieties and 
other fruits 
typically grown typically grown 
in Bulgaria.

A total of €1,79 million will be allocated in state aid to small agricultural producers following the 
national budget update in August. A large part of it will be paid under de minimis, which allows a farmer 
to receive a total of €7 500 for a period of 3 years. The de minimis fund disribution is as follows:

Starting this year, 
3- and 4-year-old 
children can also 
receive free fruit 
thanks to a 50% 
increase in the 
scheme’s budget

for Bulgaria. Schools need to submit only 5 
documents to apply by September 20.  

The goal of the scheme is to encourage good 
eating habits in young people. Twice a week, 
children will receive 14 types of fruits and veg-
etables in schools.  The deliveries will run 
from November 1 to May 31.   

State Fund Agriculture Chief Expert Chavdar Mari-
nov interviewed by Focus Radio

State Aid in 2013


