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They will get €182 per ha from 
the budget of Measure 214: 
Agri-environment payments for 
Campaign 2013.

Rotating crops as a means of Rotating crops as a means of 
soil protection grew popular 
when the Ministry of agriculture 
and food increased agri-
environment payments in 2011. 

Within 2 years, the number of 
applicants grew from 2 to 1040 
during Campaign 2013. This will 
help absorb all funds under 
Measure 214.

Green Measures

More than 1000 farmers 
receive funds for 
crop rotation 

Highest rated municipal projects compete
for €137 million

SFA finished ranking 896 projects under RDP measures 321, 322 
and 313 submitted during the last admission period in 
SSeptember. The results from the ranking are available at RDP’s 
website: www.prsr.bg. A total of 70 high scoring proposals   
under measure 321: Basic services for the economy and rural population 
will be considered for final approval. Thirty-four of them are for 
building or restoring municipal roads, bridges and sewage 
systems and systems and got above 20 points; 29 are for building cultural and 
social service centres and received over 20 points; 7 are for 
establishing information and mobile centres and scored over 30 
points. 

Under Measure 322: Village renewal and development, SFA will 
review 63 projects scoring over 90 points. They are for 
renrenovating public spaces and buildings of cultural and historical 
value. The investment plans for developing tourism in rural areas 
under Measure 313: Encouraging tourism activities that will be 
reviewed are 27. They received above 85 points. 

This is the highest annual absorption rate since the 
start of the programme. The amount beekeepers 
received is €3 mln., under 976 contracts. The main 
reasons for the good results are the traditionally 
strong interest in the programme, the possibility to 
apply for low-interest loans, and overcontracting 
the budget. 

SFA paid out 90% of the budget of the Beekeeping Programme 

Municipal Measures

SFA transferred the first part of 
the national direct payments 
under two schemes – €15.5 mln. 
for cattle and buffalo and €7.5 
mln. for sheep and goats. A total 
of 14 001 stockbreeders received 
their subsidies. The payments 
will contiwill continue in early 2014.

Stockbreeders received 
€23.2 million 

The money is given for the 
first time to control the click 
beetle soil pest (Elateridae). 
Farmers can apply for the 
funds by October 30. The aid 
is €4.2 per ha and covers plant 
protection expenses. Besides 
potatoepotatoes, click beetles affect 
corn and other crops.

Potato growers apply 
for €255 000 in state aid

The budget for the last 
application period under 
Measure 112: Setting up young 
farmers, is €10 mln. It will 
finance 400 investment plans. 
Farmers whose projects are 
not approved now will be able 
to reapply during the next to reapply during the next 
programme period.  

Young farmers submit 
projects in November

                                       In Brief

Vassil Groudev was appointed executive director of SFA following an 
October 21 decision of SFA’s Managing Board. He was interim executive 
director during the past two months and, prior to that, he was the deputy 
executive director in charge of the Technical Inspectorate and Agricultural 
Market Mechanisms. Groudev has worked in SFA since 2006. He has BA 
and MA degrees in law from the University of Franche-Comté in France 
and a PhD in law from Robert Schuman University in France. 

New Appointments

TThis year, 16 816 tons of food worth about €17.6 million will 
be given away. The first part of Charity Programme deliveries 
began October 7 and will continue until October 31 in 
stations of the Bulgarian Red Cross all over the country. More 
than 331 000 people from the most vulnerable social groups 
will receive free food. The packages contain 10 products: 
lentils, beans, rice, sugar, sunflower oil, wafers, jam, instant 
mashed potatoemashed potatoes, honey and flour. 

The second part of the deliveries is planned for December. 
This is the sixth consecutive year in which SFA administers 
the EU-funded Charity Programme in Bulgaria. 

Charity food distribution started October 7

October 2013
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