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 “The 2015 campaign introduces Payments for agricultural practices which are 
climate and environment-friendly (Green Direct Payments). The scheme is 
compulsory and will be paid in addition to SAPS. 
The budgetary ceiling for green payments for 2015 is € 237 mln.   
- Do you expect more applications to be submitted in the upcoming campaign? 
- - Yes. It is a matter of time to see the level of increase, but maybe it would be 10% 
in the least. 
- One of the major problems is the artificial partitioning of farms in order to 
benefit from subsidies. How can this be prevented? How do you understand which 
farmers have intentionally partitioned their land?
 - Clear  - Clear rules are currently being validated and laid down in an ordinance which is to 
be adopted by the Council of Ministers shortly, in order to prevent such artificially 
created conditions aimed at beneficiaries’ benefiting from EU funds. It will be 
formally clear how we fight them after the ordinance is adopted. The combating 
methods involve use of personal data, geographic location of the properties, single 
bank accounts – all these will be monitored. 
- Can you explain who can apply for under this scheme and receive money this year? 
- According to the ordinance – a person who - According to the ordinance – a person who owns land of minimum 5 dca. Aid 
under direct payments is targeted at farmers who maintain lands in good condition 
or keep livestock in accordance with the schemes set out in the ordinance. 

State Fund "Agriculture"(SFA) paid 949 million BGN to 94,000 applicants under the Single Area Payment Scheme. The 
financial package is distributed for 3845 735.44 hectares, for which assistance was applied for. The subsidy per hectare is 
270.51 BGN. For the 2014 campaign each farmer will receive funds under the Scheme for Redistributive Payment. The first 
300 acres of the farm are entitled to support. The total budget which is to be paid under the scheme is 100 million BGN. 
Redistribution payment will be made in March.
TThe final payments for animals under Campaign 2014 were made. They are in the amount of 34.35 million BGN. The 
subsidies under the Scheme for breeding ewes and goats, coupled to production, are 12.5 million BGN, and 21.85 million 
BGN are national payments for cattle under the Scheme that is not coupled to production. 
In December 2014, the State Fund "Agriculture" transferred almost 65.2 million BGN to livestock farmers under the two 
schemes.

950 Million BGN Subsidies for the Farmers

Farmers can get 270 BGN per 
hectare to offset the costs 
associated with the implementation 
of the National programme for 
control over the perennial plants’ 
pest during winter period. 
Applications are accepted from 5 
to 27 to 27 February 2015, including in 
the regional directorates of the 
SFA. 

               € 721,251,000 for fields and animals

The budgets for the new direct support schemes for farmers are clear now. 
The total amount on which farmers will be able to rely on in 2015 is € 
721,251,000. The funds are divided into 14 measures:

SAPS Package with a budget of € 305,735,532;
“Green” payments with a budget of € 237,272,700;
Young farmer with a budget of € 3,717,272;
Redistributive payment with a budget of € 55,889,146;
Coupled support scheme for dairy cows with a budget of € 23,919,001;
Coupled support scheme for cows for meat and/or heifers with a budget 
of € 12,714,163;
Coupled support scheme for dairy cows and meat cows under selection 
control with a budget of € 11,707,851;
Coupled support scheme for ewes and she-goats with a budget of € 
4,611,040;
Coupled support scheme for ewes and she-goats under selection control 
with a budget of € 6,562,358;
Coupled support scheme for buffaloes with a budget of € 2,767,713;
Coupled support scheme for fruit with a budget of € 20,024,464;
Coupled support scheme for vegetables with a budget of € 17,861,580;
Coupled support scheme for vegetables (greenhouse production) with a 
budget of € 2,650,000;
Coupled support scheme for protein crops with a budget of € 
15,818,180.

Over the recent months and weeks the 
Ministry of Agriculture and Food has made 
an extraordinary effort to successfully close 
the correspondence with the EC on the 
initial draft of the Program. As you may 
know, we have received from the 
Commission over 400 observations and 
comments many ocomments many of which substantial. What 
has been debated with the colleagues from 
MAF is to launch even prior to the final 
approval of the new RDP certain measures 
needed by the sector, notably in support of 
agricultural machinery renovation and 
improvement of production quality. The 
intention is to first ointention is to first of all open Measure 4.1. 
Work is already underway for drafting an 
ordinance that will specify all the 
requirements under the measure, based on 
which we shall develop procedures, upload 
the Program software on our systems and 
launch project application. We at the Fund 
hhave the organizational readiness to manage. 
SFA will also support young farmers.

Projects for new machines                
and young farmers will be  

released first
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The Bulgarian government accepted the new RDP and it’s waiting for the  
EC final approval.
The total budget of the Programme for Bulgaria amounts to € 2.9 billion. 
OOver € 290 million is the budget for the “Agri-environment and climate” 
measure that will apply under the new Rural Development Programme 
(RDP). The budgets for another three measures have been approved. For 
Measure 10 – “Organic Farming”, the amount is € 102,906,495. The 
payments under Natura 2000 and the Water Framework Directive will 
amount to € 62,367,572. For areas facing natural or other specific 
restrictions, € 296,938,008 will be earmarked. 

315,000 entries for online references 
on direct payments

Nearly 315,000 entries hNearly 315,000 entries have been 
recorded in the system for individual 
reference in direct payments by the 
State Fund Agriculture after having 
made the payments for area and 
livestock aid on 26 January 2015. The 
online reference allows the users to 
obtain infoobtain information about the amounts 
paid, and the presence or absence of 
discrepancies in their applications for 
assistance. 

Beekeeping programme ranking has 
been published

Applicants under “Measures to suppoApplicants under “Measures to support 
the restocking of hives in the European 
Union” of the National Beekeeping 
Programme 2014-2016 can check 
whether their applications are approved. 
The check can be made on site 
www.dfz.bg. For Campaign 2015, under 
measures measures B, C and D of the beekeeping 
programme, the total of 2085 
applications have been filed.
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