
The call for applications under sub-measure 6.1 
“Support for young farmers” of the Rural 
Development Program (RDP) 2014-2020 ended on 24 
July 2015. The submitted applications are 2634 and 
the total subsidy applied for is € 65,5 million. The 
amount considerably exceeds the € 35 million budget, 
allocated to this call, therefore the projects will 
undergo a ranking pundergo a ranking procedure.  Advantage for 
financing will be given to projects which score 
highest on specific criteria.  

The requirements are comparatively high for the economical units with which the young farmers have to start their 
business, but concerns that this would cause insufficient number of applicants are unsubstantial. “Rather the 
opposite – this way superficial applications for “Young Farmer” will be prevented. We have learnt our lessons from 
the programme period, which expires this year. We have to look for realistic projects to finance”, the executive 
director of the SFA, Rumen Porozhanov, said. 

SFA also finalized the preliminary check for compliance with the selection criteria of projects under sub-measure 
4.1 “Investments in agricultural holdings” of the new RDP.  The projects eligible for processing come to 730, 
with BGN 589 million declared costs and BGN 380 million subsidies applied for. These projects cover 130% of 
the budget allocated by an order of the minister of agriculture and food. Projects with more than 43 points are 
going to be processed. Analysis shows that the largest part of the projects is in the priority sector of fruit and 
vegetables. The applicants apply for over BGN 172 million financial aid. Livestock breeding projects are also 
considerconsiderable, with subsidy to the value of BGN 153.6 million. The projects for investment and activities in the 
sector of essential oils and medicinal plants are 67 and the required subsidy exceeds BGN 26.5 million. 422 
applications involve production of organic raw materials or products or transition to organic production of raw 
materials and products. 106 applicants plan investments in the North-Western region of Bulgaria, which has a 
very low GDP rate per capita and is facing intense negative demographic processes. Consequently, it is a priority 
region under the sub-measure and needs investment support. The projects will improve the competitiveness of 
ffarms and quality of life in the region. 

There are eligible projects for all kinds of crops. As for life-stock breeders who have submitted documents under 
Sub-measure 6.1 to this moment serious ambitions for growing of rabbits and quails are noted. There are also 
farmers who apply for subsidies, in order to breed cows and buffalo-cows, calves and buffalo-calf up to 1 year old, as 
well as sheep and goats.  

In October, another big measure for processing and marketing of agricultural productions lies ahead, the former 
Measure 123, where the parameters are twice as large – investments for up to € 3 million and subsidies up to  € 1,5 
million for 1 project. Another partial reception under 4.1 for agricultural production in the sector of the 
hydromeliorations is expected, primarily for irrigation equipment.

At the beginning of June SFA transferred BGN 2,325,075 under the Operational Programme for the Bulgarian 
Fisheries Sector (OPBFS). Under Measure 4.1 Development of Fisheries Areas 9 projects are financed with the total 
of BGN 671,040 for the implementation of local development strategies. The paying agency paid subsidies 
amounting to BGN 666,985 under Measure 2.1 Productive Investments in Aquaculture for investment projects. They 
are intended for the building of facilities for breeding, keeping and selling of fry, as well as for the production of 
algae biomass in a photobioreactor. Two projects are financed under Measure 2.6 Investments in Processing and 
MaMarketing of Fishery and Aquaculture Products . Subsidy is in the total amount of BGN 987,050, and the projects 
are intended for the building of fish processing plant and the processing of algae biomass for the production of food 
additives. 

Over BGN 2,3 million to be granted for development of fisheries sector

Support of BGN 3 500 000 will be received by the 
beekeepers whose hives were affected by the floods in 
2014 and by the extremely low temperatures in the 
winter of 2015. The funds are provided under the 
scheme de minimis to support the beekeepers to deal 
with the consequences of unstable weather conditions. 

TThe subsidy will be provided by State Fund 
Agriculture to 4 984 farmers for 445 109 bee colonies. 
The aid for a bee family will amount BGN 7.80.

SFA paid BGN 703 thousand compensations due to the Russian embargo
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State Fund Agriculture signed 13 contracts for granting financial aid to approved applicants in the 3rd call for 
applications under measure Restructing and conversion of vines of the National program for support of the vine and 
wine sector for 2015 financial year.
The aplicants will receive more than BGN 3.2 million advance payments, if they submit in due time their bank 
guarantees and claims for payments. The funds cover up to 80% of the investment, if the project implementation has 
already started.

All contracts under the vine and wine program are signed
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More than 2600 young farmers compete with projects under the Rural 
Development Program 2014-2020   

Another BGN 700,000 were granted as state aid for 
insurances of agricultural production. An increase 
in the budget under the scheme of co-financing of 
insurance premiums at the insurance of 
agricultural production was voted by the Managing 
Board of SFA. Thus the total amount of the aid 
reached BGN 1,7 million. It is used for 
encourencouraging small and medium-sized enterprises, 
farmers growing fruits, vegetables, oil-bearing 
crops and tobacco, to insure agricultural 
production against adverse climatic events. The 
funds from the state aid partially compensate the 
costs for insurance policy concluding.

State Fund Agriculture paid approximately BGN 703 thousand to 66 producers, affected by the prohibition 
agricultural products import from the European Union into Russia. The funds are provided by European Fund for 
the guarantee of agriculture and are being paid under two extra schemes, introduced by the European 
Commission at the end of last year. The purpose of the support is to restore balance of fruit and vegetables 
market in the European Union.
TThe supported producers are from the following districts: Blagoevgrad, Varna, Veliko Tarnovo, Dobrich, 
Kardzhali, Pleven, Plovdiv, Razgrad, Sofia (district), Stara Zagora, Haskovo and Shumen. Approximately 4 
thousand tons of mushroom, tomato, cabbage, cauliflower, gherkin, cucumber, pear, carrot, nectarine, peach, 
pepper, plum and apple are financed with the funds paid. Producers receive support for non-harvesting or 
withdrawing products from the market.

Another BGN 700 thousand to be 
granted for farm insurancesBGN 3 500 000 Support for 

Beekeepers


