
The Paying Agency expects a huge interest in all measures of the 
Rural Development Programme (RDP) 2014 – 2020 on the verge of 
a new call for applications, the Executive Director of State Fund 
Agriculture Rumen Porozhanov said in an interview for 
AgroCompass magazine. The measures will be opened on regular 
intervals over the year. “We cannot close a measure after a single 
call for applications. There should be at least 2 or 3 calls. This will 
be the case with each measube the case with each measure. The periods for submission of 
applications under RDP measures up to the end of this year are 
already announced. Between October and November the Ministry 
of Agriculture and Food and the Paying Agency will specify the 
indicative time schedule for the next year. Undoubtedly, the 
municipal measures should be opened. Municipalities are about to 
finalize more than one billion BGN of investments”, Porozhanov 
stated. stated. 

Rumen Porozhanov also commented the extended deadline for implementation of projects under the old Rural 
Development Programme by 15 October. 2 500 projects that are currently in progress are granted 1 additional 
month for completion. 1 500 of them are under private measures and about 1000 projects are public – primarily 
projects implemented by municipalities, churches and community centres. The expected payments under these 
2 500 projects amount to BGN 1.2 billion. “No payment requested will be left unprocessed and we will 
implement all projects in accordance with the rules,” Porozhanov assured. 
As oAs of today, Bulgaria has utilised about 80% of the funds; however, a significant volume of projects are yet to be 
paid and many of them are large projects for municipal infrastructure, such as road construction, water supply, 
sewage, sports facilities, playgrounds and parks. These projects are complex in terms of implementation and the 
extension of the deadline by a month will enable their completion, Rumen Porozhanov explained. 
An anaAn analysis is being drafted, which should indicate the other measures funds may be re-allocated from, the 
fund’s director added. The objective of State Fund Agriculture is to minimise the loss of funds from the old 
Rural Development Programme to 50 million euros. In his opinion, none of the European countries has 
managed to utilise 100% of the funds. “The main goal is to provide funding for the business, however, banks in 
Bulgaria are very restrictive with regard to funding and even the Guarantee Fund is not operating properly,”  
Porozhanov noted. 

High interest in the new Rural Development Programme expected 

SFA will start with the payments to stock breeders in October; there will be additional payment under measure 
“Agri-environmental payments” from the old programme period in December and the direct payments for biological 
agriculture are planned to be made in January. 
Subsidies will be paid 2 months earlier because of stock breeders’ losses as a result of the Russian embargo. The 
exact amount of European aid has not been calculated yet, because there are currently ongoing inspections about 
the animals available in the farms. 

Stock breeders will receive payment two months earlier because 
of the Russian embargo

The new call for applications under School Fruit Scheme for the 
2015/2016 school year was from 17th to 23rd August. The scheme 
provides fresh fruits and vegetables for kindergartens and for first 
to fourth year students. The number of students is expected to rise 
to 500 000. Each year the number of schools participating in the 
European scheme grows.
TThe budget allocated to School Fruit Scheme for the new school 
year is increased up to 14 million BGN. There is a new requirement 
under the scheme regulation: the fruits and vegetables that will be 
distributed with the exception of citrus and bananas to be obtained 
through local purchases and/or local markets. The purpose is to 
encourage Bulgarian farmers. By the end of October the list of 
approved suppliers will be published.
State Fund Agriculture administers School Fruit Scheme for the sixth year in Bulgaria. The Scheme builds lasting 
healthy habits from early childhood. For this purpose it also provides accompanying activities such as visits to 
farms, creating and maintaining gardens, familiarizing children with agriculture and environment protection – by 
organizing competitions, quizzes and games.

Half a million children will receive fresh fruits and vegetables during 
the new school year

More than 1000 applications for funding under measure 121 “Modernisation of agricultural holdings” of the Rural 
Development Programme 2007-2013 were submitted during the additional period for submission of applications 
between 7 and 12 September this year. 
The highest numbers of applicants were from Pleven district, followed by Dobrich and Burgas. Farmers from the 
districts of Smolyan, Kardzhali and Sofia city showed the lowest interest in applying for funding for purchasing 
machinery during this period of application submission.         
TThe estimations after the end of the deadline for application show that the subsidies for which farmers have 
applied are almost two times more than the budget allocated for this measure, which amounts to the BGN 
equivalent of EUR 50 million. The projects will be processed and negotiated at the beginning of October and the 
farmers will have a little more than a month for their implementation. The payments for implemented contracts 
under this measure are planned to be made by the end of 2015.

More than 1000 applied for EU funding for agricultural machinery 
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The first wholesale market of fish, aquaculture and 
fishery and aquaculture products in Bulgaria was 
opened in Burgas. It is the result of a project under 
measure 2.6 Investments in processing and 
marketing of fishery and aquaculture products of 
the Operational Program for the Bulgarian 
Fisheries Sector 2007 – 2013. The approved 
invinvestment costs of the project exceed 10.2 million 
BGN. The subsidy covers up to 60% of the total 
investment and exceeds 5 million BGN, composed 
of 75% EU funds and 25% payment from the 
national budget. A total of 542 contracts have been 
signed under the Program and the approved 
financial aid comes close to 178 million BGN.  
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Nearly 100 playgrounds and stadiums will be 
constructed or renovated with funds from the Rural 
Development Programme (RDP). These are sports 
facilities in rural areas with population ranging from 
500 to 15 000 and the total financial aid comes from EU 
funds. The municipalities have the obligation to 
maintain these facilities at least 5 years and provide free 
access to them. One oaccess to them. One of the best examples is the sports 
complex in the town of Tryavna, which was 
constructed with RDP funds. It has several football 
grounds as well as facilities for handball, basketball, 
wrestling, fitness and an administrative building, 
including a conference hall. The investment in this 
project comes to 5 million BGN.

100 new stadiums and playgrounds  in 
villages 


