
SFA follows an indicative timetable for the payment of subsidies under 
direct payments campaign 2015. It takes into account all the stages 
through which the processing of applications and legislatively set 
deadlines go.

• At the end o• At the end of January 2016 the payment of funds under the SAPS 
(Single Area Payment Scheme) will be launched. In accordance with 
the European legislation the payments for the relevant campaign are 
carried out maximum in two tranches.
• In the beginning o• In the beginning of February payments under measure 10 
Agro-ecology and climate, measure 11 Organic farming and measure 13 
Payments for areas with natural or other specific restrictions (LFA less favored area ) 
will start.
• In the beginning of March subsidies under Coupled support scheme 
for protein crops will go to farmers.
• In the beginning o• In the beginning of April support under the Redistributive payment 
scheme is provided for.
• In May disbursement of funds under the direct support Green 
payments scheme starts. This period is necessary because the “green” 
requirements are an entirely new element in all Member States and the 
opportunities for their simplification are still discussed by the 
European Commission.

Direct payments for Campaign 2015 start
at the end of January

The total amount of funds paid in 2015 under direct payments as 
coupled animal support is 118 million leva. More than 12 000 farmers 
breeding cows, over 14 000 owners of goats and sheep, as well as 239 
farmers who breed buffalo, received subsidies under the coupled support 
schemes. They were paid in two installments - in October and in 
December.
During this During this year as a transitional national coupled support for sheep and 
goat, subsidies amounting 40 million leva were paid to 7842 farmers. So 
the total amount with which SFA directly supported animal breeding 
reached the value of 158 million leva.

The first contracts under the new RDP were officially presented 
at the Council of Ministers

About 93% of the budget under the Rural Development Program 
(RDP) 2007-2013 will be utilized successfully. Only this year 1.2 billion 
euro were paid. Maybe we will not be able to absorb less than 20 
million euro of our budget, mostly because several municipalities were 
unable to complete their projects. This was said in an interview for 
Darik Radio by the Executive director of SFA Rumen Porozhanov. He 
added that all other measures have been completed very well. Under 
the additional measuthe additional measure which SFA opened for equipment 62 million 
euro were contracted in a very short period of time and within a month 
and a half the claims for payment have been filed - they are 800 for 
nearly 116 million leva. “Under this additional measure we shall absorb 
47 million euro, which otherwise we would lose as a budget under 
private measures of the old Program”, added Porozhanov.
“The active work of the Fund will continue in 2016 as well in unity with 
the European policy for the new programming period. The agricultural 
sector continues to be a priority for funding. Not surprisingly, over 40% 
of the European consolidated budget is to support the agricultural 
sector”, underlined Porozhanov.
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The first tranche of subsidies is paid under the decoupled support scheme for cattle and buffalo. 6000 farmers will 
receive financial support under the scheme.
Eligible for support are those ones who up to the last day for applications breed in their farms at least 70% of the 
reference number of animals in accordance with the direct payments legal basis.
The total amount that breeders will receive is nearly 19 million leva. The final disbursement of the subsidy will be in 
January.

SFA paid the first tranche of 19 million leva to farmers who breed cattle and buffalo

By November 30th, 2015 State 
Fund Agriculture - Paying 
agency paid out more than 36.5 
million leva for 199 approved 
projects under the Operational 
Program for development of the 
fisheries sector (OPDFS). The 
EuEuropean funding for the 
projects is approximately 27.4 
million leva and the national 
co-financing provided and paid is 
over 9 million leva.
Eight are the measures from the 
Operational Program (OPDFS), 
under which in 2015, investments 
were made to improve the sector 
in Bulgaria. Under the two most 
attractive measures 2.1 Productive 
investments in aquaculture and 2.6 
Investments in pInvestments in processing and marketing 
of fishery and aquaculture products 10 
projects under each one were 
implemented totaling nearly 13.4 
million leva.
There was serious interest in the 
OPDFS this year and by the 
Fisheries Local Action Groups. 
They successfully implemented 
140 projects for over 15 million 
leva under measure 4.1 Development 
of fisheries areas. Under the measure 
for for technical assistance more than 1 
million leva were disbursed for 22 
projects.
Under measure 3.3 Investments in 
reconstruction and modernization of 
fishing harbors two projects for over 
5 million leva were implemented, 
and under measure 3.4 Development 
of new markets and promotional 
campaigns 7 projects for 700 000 
leleva. Five projects are executed 
under Measure 1.1 Public aid for 
permanent cessation of fishing activities 
and the subsidies paid are over 
236 000 leva. Three pilot projects 
which worth 938 000 leva were 
funded as well.
The first measures of the new 
Operational Program Fisheries 
and Aquaculture 2014-2020, are 
expected to be opened in the first 
quarter of 2016.

SFA paid out over 36.5 
million BGN for the 
development of the 
Fisheries sector

We expect 93% of the funds under the RDP
2007-2013 to be absorbed successfully
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Bulgarian stock-breeders obtained 158 million leva
direct support
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It is expected in January 2016 to start the call for applications under sub-measure 19.2 Implementation of operations 
within strategies for community-led local development (LEADER). 
In March measures Agri-environment-climate, Organic Farming and Animal Welfare will be launched.
In April State Fund Agriculture will accept applications under sub-measure 6.3 Start-up aid for development of small 
farms.
Farmers who are interested in measure 7.2 Investments in the creation, improvement or expansion of all types of small scale 
infrastructure will be able to apply in June.
In September and October 2016 a call In September and October 2016 a call for applications under measure 9 Setting-up of producer groups and organizations is 
expected to launch.

The Minister of Agriculture and Food Desislava Taneva and the 
Executive director of State Fund Agriculture Rumen Porozhanov 
delivered the first contracts under the Rural Development Program 
(RDP) 2014 - 2020. The event was attended by the Prime Minister Boyko 
Borisov, who wished success of the approved candidates.
Under sub-measuUnder sub-measure 19.1 Support for preparatory activities of measure 19 CLLD 
– community-led local development  under RDP 2014-2020 66 contracts were 
concluded totaling nearly 3.4 million leva.

The first contracts under sub-measure 4.1 Investments in agricultural holdings of 
measure 4 Investments in physical assets, with total approved subsidy of 5.1 
million leva were officially handed to the beneficiaries from the whole 
country. The investment plans envisage the creation of gardens with 
organic almond and walnut trees, planting lavender; milking hall and 
dairy farm equipment, purchase of agricultural machinery and others.


